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FRANK J. SLADEN, M. D. 
1882 - 1973 
FRANK J. SLADEN, M. D., first and 
founding physician of Henry Ford Hospi-
tal , d ied Saturday, November 10, 1973, 
fo l lowing a l ingering illness. He was 91 
years o ld . Services were held at Crosse 
Pointe M e m o r i a l C h u r c h , in Crosse 
Pointe Farms, Michigan, November 23. 
The body was cremated. 
Born in West Point, New York, and a 
graduate of the Johns Hopkins School of 
Medic ine in 1906, Dr. Sladen was in pr i -
vate practice in Detroit when he was cho-
sen by the late Henry Ford in 1915 to or-
ganize a medical staff for a new general 
hospital in what was then a remote area of 
the city at West Crand Boulevard and 
Hamilton Avenue. Mr . Ford had taken 
over development of the hospital after a 
group of citizens, organized five years 
eadier as the Detroit Ceneral Hospital 
Association, found itself unable to pro-
ceed wi th the project. 
At Mr . Ford's direct ion and wi th a nu-
cleus of ou ts tand ing graduates f r om 
Johns Hopkins, Dr. Sladen and the late 
Dr. Roy D. McClure established one of 
the country's first group practice health 
care centers. They pioneered the con-
cept of a "closed staff" of physicians and 
surgeons whose offices and total practice 
were at the hospital. Dr. Sladen helped to 
make Henry Ford one of the country's 
leading teaching hospitals to which med-
ical graduates eagerly sought appoint-
ments. 
Thousands of a lumni , now practicing 
in most parts of the wo r l d , have been 
inf luenced by his unique qualities as a 
physician and preceptor over more than 
half a century. Associates admired him 
for his warm and personal approach to 
treating illness in the human being as a 
w h o l e , recogn iz ing the in terp lay be-
tween emot ional , spiritual and physical 
factors. 
On the first page o f t h e first issue o f t h e 
former HENRY FORD HOSPITAL MEDI-
CAL BULLETIN (now the Journal), the 
editors said: 
The career of Dr. Frank ]. Sladen might be 
expressed as concerned with four periods of 
activity. The first, that of training and prepara-
tion, amounted to eleven years at the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital and abroad as a member of 
the Hospital staff and of the Medical School 
Faculty. The second had to do with the begin-
nings and development of the Henry Ford 
Hospital; the third, the War Service; and 
fourthly, the administrative and executive 
functions in the conduct ofthe Department of 
Medicine and ofthe now mature phase of our 
Hospital. 
It is possible to refer here only briefly to a 
number of his contributions. Noteworthy is 
the work on the then little known process of 
the coagulation of the blood with Frank Hin-
man, in medical student days.' The responsi-
bility for the study and application of an-
timeningitis serum (Elexner) a product of Dr. 
Simon Flexner, Director of The Rockefeller In-
stitute, resulted in a number of reports.^ The 
66% mortality of meningococcus infections 
prevalent at the time was reversed to a 75% 
recovery. During this period, he reported with 
Dr. Harvey Cushing the first instance of the 
application of therapeutic serum by the cere-
bral intraventricular route.^ Studies of the au-
tonomic nervous system and of the phar-
macodynamic reactions, just introduced by 
Slesinger of Vienna, followed with Dr. Lewel-
lys F. Barker." 
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For twenty years the basic factors of ind i -
vidual personal health have occupied his in-
terest leading to such developments as studies 
of the longi tudinal curve of life and of the 
consti tut ional background of chronic disease, 
particularly as appl ied to rheumatoid arthrit is 
and degenerative states. 
In 1940 he del ivered the address of dedica-
t ion of The Physician's W i n d o w at the National 
Cathedral , Wash ington, D. C. A major interest 
in b r idg ing the gap be tween re l ig ion and 
medic ine has been carr ied ou t for several 
years u n d e r t he N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f 
Churches. His organizat ion and conduct of the 
National Conference on Psychiatry and the 
War in 1942 must be noted. Dr. Sladen was the 
edi tor of a vo lume under that t i t le publ ished 
by Charles C. Thomas. ' Several publ icat ions 
have appeared over his name giving int imate 
pictures of Sir Wi l l iam Osier and his bedside 
and cl inic teaching. Dr. Sladen's interests at 
the present t i m e are conce rned w i t h the 
largely unexplored f ie ld o f t h e problems o f t h e 
aging populat ion and w i th the basic factors in 
the so-called physiological aging process of 
man. 
W h e n D r . S laden r e t i r e d t o c o n s u l t a n t 
s tatus in 1953, he c o n t i n u e d t o m a i n t a i n 
an o f f i c e at t h e H o s p i t a l a n d t o see pa -
t i en t s w e l l past h is 89 th b i r t h d a y . 
He w a s a f e l l o w o f t h e A m e r i c a n C o l -
l ege o f Phys ic ians a n d a m e m b e r o f t h e 
A m e r i c a n M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , t h e 
A m e r i c a n R h e u m a t i s m A s s o c i a t i o n a n d 
t h e C e n t r a l Soc ie t y f o r C l i n i c a l Research . 
D u r i n g W o r l d W a r I, w h e n H e n r y Fo rd 
H o s p i t a l w a s t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e U.S. 
C o v e r n m e n t a s a f i e l d h o s p i t a l f o r r e t u r n -
i ng w o u n d e d s o l d i e r s . D r . S laden w a s a 
m a j o r in t h e A r m y M e d i c a l C o r p s . 
H e is s u r v i v e d by his w i f e , C a t h e r i n e ; a 
s o n , Frank J. Jr. ; t w o d a u g h t e r s , M r s . 
R o w l a n d L. ( C a t h e r i n e ) H a l l , o f W i n -
n e t k a . I I I . , a n d M r s . John H . ( I n i n ) W a r -
d e l l , o f M i d l a n d , M i c h . ; a f o s t e r s o n , 
James P. C r a w f o r d ; e i g h t g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
a n d t h r e e g rea t g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 
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